geen OT fa SE m 


A 


SECOND COLLECTION 
OF 
SCARCE and VALUABLE. 


TRACTS 


ON THE MOST 


 Interefling and Entertaining Subjects : 


But chiefly fuch as relate to the 
Hiftory and Conftitution of thefe Kingdoms. 


Seleéted from an infinite Number in Prist and Masufcript, in the Rovaty. 
Cotton, Sion, and other Public, as well as Private Libraries ; 


Particularly that of the late Lord SOMMERS, 
Revifed by EMINENT HANDS. 


VOL, It 


Tbe Bent and Genius of the pi is bef known in a free Country by the Pampblets: 
and Papers that come daily out, as the Senfe of Parties, and fometimes the Voice: | 
of the Nation. | Preface to KENNET’s Regifter,. 


Judex qui aliquid farit, una parte audita tantum et. inaudita altera, licet equum: 
ftatuerit, haud zquus fuerit.. Ld, Coox € Jusr. Inf. 


LONDON: 


Printed for F. Coc An, at the Middle-Temple-Gate in FetStrtt: aoe 
M.DCC.L, ‘. 


b 
CE E @ ee 4 8 @ 


TRACTS on all Soxjecrs. © 25 


‘cannot do any Injury, at leaft not confiderable in Perfon. He muft do it by 
Minifters, Agents, and Inftruments. Now the Law, though it provide for the - 
King, yet if any of his Minifters do wrong, though by his Command, they are 
punifoable. He is not to be touched, Touch not mine Anointed. | 

Thus far that great.and eminent Lawyer, afterwards made Lord Keeper of . 
the Great Seal of England by King Charles the Second of ever-bleffed Memory. 
And if his Judgment be falfe, unto which moft of the Lords of England, at leaft 
of the Privy Council, fitting with him, did affent, fhall not we make Martyrs 
of the King’s Regicides? To be fure they had hard meafure, after the Reafons 
= were given by Mr. Cook and Mr. Scott for what they did, if this were not 

aw. 


The Lire and Deatru of VEBUCHADNEZZAR 
the Great, the firt Emperor of the CHaLpgeans, who 
was rveprefented by the Golden Head of that Image, 
Dan. ii. 32. and by the Lion with Eagles Wings, 
Dan. vii. 4. Whereby much Light is given to many. 
of the Prophecies of I/aiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Daniel. By SamueL Crarxe, fometime Minifter of 


St. Bennet Fink, London. Printed 1664. 


: EBUCHADONAZAR, or Nebuchadnezzar, was the Son of ne- 
buchadonazar, or Nabopolafer of Babylon, who was made General of 
the Army by Saraco, King of Afyria and Cbha/dea; after whofe Death, Nabopo- 
lafer took into his Handsthe Kingdom of Chaldea, which he held by the Space of 
one and twenty Years; act the fame time Aftyages was made Governor of Me- 
dia by Cyaxares his Father ; and che better to ftrengthen themfelves, they en- 
tred into Affinity, by Afyages his giving his Daughter Amytis to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the Son of Nabopelafar, and thereupon joining their Forces together, 
‘they took Nimseveb, together with Saraco, the King thereof, placing a Vice- 
roy in his ftead. | | 
Shortly after, the Governor of Celofyria, and Phenicia, revolting from Na- 
bopolafer, he fent againft him his Son Nebuchadnezzar (having firft affoci- 
ated him with himfelf in the Kingdom of Babylon) witha great Army, which 
_ was in the latter end of the third, and the beginning of the fourth Year of Feboia- 
kim, King of Judea ; as appears Dan. i. 1. compared with Jer. xxv. 1. | 
Nebuchadnezzar was no fooner thus affociated with his Father in the King- 
dom, but the things which he was to aét, were prefently revealed to the Pro- 
phet Feremiab; the firft whereof was the Overthrow of the Egyptians; firft at 
the River Euphrates; then in their own Country, Fer. xlvi, The firft of thefe 
Vou. II. E | came 
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came to-pafs prefently, P2argob Neebo’s Forces, which he left at Carcbemifo; 
being cut off by Nebuchadnezzar in the fourth Year of Feboiakim, Jer. xlvi. 2: 
The fecond was not till after the taking of Tyre, in the feventeenth Year of the 
Captivity of Fechonia. Ezek. xxix. 17, 18, 19. | 


Inthe third Year of Feboiakiw, Nebuchadnezzar the fecond, , his Father being 
yet alive, entred Fudea.with a Pigs Army, who, befieging, and forcing Je- 


rufalem, made Feboiakim his Vaffal, in defpight of Pharoah Necho, who had made 


him Kiog, and took with him to Badylon, for Pledges, Daniel, who was- yet a. 
Child, with Ananias, Mifael, and Azarias. He took alfo part of the Trea- - 


fures belonging to the Temple; but ftayed not to fearch thoroughly for all. For 


Necho hafted with his Army to the relief of Feboiakim, hoping to find Nebu-. 
chadnizzar in Judæa. Butthis great Babylonian had no mind to hazard himfelf. 
and his Army againft the Egyptian, Judæa being fo ill affected towards him, . 


and himfelf far from all Succour, or fure Place of Retreat. If he had (as may be 


fuppofed) any great Strength of Scythian Horfemen, it was wifely done of him. 


‘to fall back out of that roygh, mountainous, and hot Country, .into Places that 
were more even and.temperate. And befides thefe. Reafons, the Death of his 


‘Father happening atthe fame time, gave him juft occafion to return Home, and. 


„take poffeffion. of his own Kingdom, before he proceeded in the fecond Care, . of. 
adding more unto it. 


And this he did at reafonable good leifure. For the Egyptian was.not pro-- 
vided to follow him fo far, and to bid him Battle, until the new Year came in,. 
which was the fourth of Feboiakim, the firt of Nebuchadnezzar, and the laft of. 


Necho. In this year the Babylonian, lying upon the Banks of Eupbrates (his own 


Territories ene on the North-fide) attended the coming of Necho:-there, _ 
ught betwixt.them, Necho.was flain, and his Army forced . 


after a cruel Bartel 
to fave itfelf by a violent Retreat, wherein it fuffered great Lofs. 


_ This Victory was fo well purfued by Neduchadnezzar that he recovered all- 
Syria, and whatfoever the Egyptians held out of their proper Territories towards . 
the North. The Egyptians being thus beaten, and altogether for the prefent. 


difcouraged, Jehoiakim held himfelf quiet, as being in heart a Friend to the Egyp- 
tians, yet having made his Peace with the Chaldeans the Year before, and Ne- 
bucbadnezzar was contented with fuch Profit as he could there readily make: .he 
had forborn to lay any Tribute upon the Jews. 

But this cool Refervednefs of Feboiakim, was, on both fides, taken in il] Part. 
‘Whereupon, the Egyptian King Palmnis, who fucceeded Necho, began to think 
of reftoring Feboabaz (who had been taken Prifoner by his Father, and carried 
into Egypt) and of fetting him up, asa domeftical Enemy againft his ungrateful 
Brother. But to anticipate all fuch Accidents, the Judean had put in Practice the 
ufual Remedy, which his Fore-fathers ufed : For he had made his own Son Fe- 
chonia, King with him Jong before 3 *.in the fecond Year of his own Reign, when 


the Boy was but eight Years old. As for this Rumour of Feboahaz his Return, - 


the Prophet Feremiab foretold, that it fhould prove a vain Attempt, faying, He hall 
not retuin thither, but be fhall die in ibe Place whither they kave led him Captive, 
and jhali fee this Land no more, Jer, XXil. 13, 12. l 

The 


* 2 Chron, xxxvi. 9. 
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The Zgyptrans, having ioft all their mercenary Forces, and received that heavy. 
Blow at Carchemi/b, had more Gold than fharp Steel remaining, which is of fmall 
“Force without the others Help. Befides, the Valour of Necko was not in P/amnis 
_Apries, who, reigning after P/amnis, did indeed once adventure to fhew his Face 
in Syria; but after a big Look, he was glad to retire, without adventuring the 
‘Hazard of a Battel. Wherefore this declining Nation fought only with brave 
Words, telling fuch frivolous Tales, as Men that mean to do nothing ufe, boafting 
-of their former glorious Acts againft Fofas, and Feboahaz. And truly in fuch 
a Time and Cale, it was eafy for Jehoiakim to give them Satisfaction, by letting 
‘them underftand: the Sincerity of his Affections towards them, which appeared in 
Time following. : ) 

But Nebuchadnezzar went more roundly to work: For he fent a peremptory 
Meffage toFebotakim, requiring him not'to {tand upon any nice Points, but prefently 
to acknowledge himfelf his Subje&t, and to pay him Tribute; Adding thereunto 
fuch terrible ‘Threamings, as made the poor Fudan lay afide all Thoughts of ad- 
hering under Pharaob ; and to yield to do, asthe more powerful would have him. 

Thus he continued in Obedience to Nebuchadnezzar three Years; during which 
Time- the Prophet Feremiab, cryed out againft the Impiety of the Jews, putting 
them in Mind that he had now for:three and twenty Years exhorted them to Re- 
pentance ; but becaufe they had {topped their Eats againft him, and the reft of the 

-Prophets, he now foretold that their Captivity was at hand, and chat they fhould 
bear the Yoak of Bondage for feventy Years. +t The fame Calamity he threatned 
to all the neighbouring Nations, to the Egyptians, Moabites, Ammonites, Idu- 
means, and the reft ; 4 foretelling that they fhould all drink out of the Babylonian 
Cup the Wine of his Fury, whom they had forfaken. and that after the feventy 
Years-fhould be expired, the Babylonians themfelves fhould tafte of the fame Cup, 
and be utterly fubverted by the Medes -and Perfians, by which means the Jews 
fhould be permitted to. return into their own Country, and Cities. The firft 
Imprifonment of the Prophet Feremiab || feems to have been in the fourth Year 
-of this Feboiakim, at which time, Barueb the Scribe wrote all his Prophefies from 
his Mouth, whom he fent to read them unto the People, and afterwards to the 
‘Princes, who prefented them to the King: But fearing the King’s Fury, they had 
‘firft fet Feremiab at liberty, and advifed him and Baruch to hide themfelves, Fer. 
‘xxxvi. 19, 8c. 

Feborakim Having heard Part of it read to him, and perceiving the ill News 
«contained therein, he made no more ado, but cut the Book in pieces, and caft it 
-into the fire. Alt which, Feremiab caufed to be new written, with this addition, © 
that the dead Body òf Jehoiakim should be caf out, being expofed in the Day to 
the Heat, and in the Night to the Froft, and that there foould be none of bis Seed 
so fit upon the Throne of David. 

Tie chus running on, F<boiakim thought himfelf fecure from all Danger, as 
being Tributary to the Badylenian, and yet withal, well thought on by the Egyp- 
tian: About which Time the mighty € ity of Tyre oppofed itfelf againft Nebu- 

-¢hudnezzar > and upon juft Confidence of her own Strength, defpifed all Pre- 
parations that could be made againft her. Now for as much asthe term of feventy 
Years was prefcribed tor the Defolation, as well of Ty. e, as of Jerufalem, and 
other Places, and Countries, it is apparent that th y that refer the winning of this 
Ez City 

+ Jer. XXV. 25> &c. t Jer. xxvii i Jer. XXV. 12, &c, ? 
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City to the nineteenth Year of Nzbuchadnezzer, have good Ground and Warrant 


for it. For the Siege thereof began in the feventh Year of his Reign, and lafted’ 


thirteen Years. 


A e 


` Here it will not be amifs to infert a brief Note concerning the beginning of this. 
great Prince’s Rule; The third Year of Feboiakim, was the lalt of Nabulaffer, who- 


being freed from other Cares, and Bufineffes, took notice of fuch as had revolted: 
from him to Pharaoh Necho, and fent this noble Prince, his Son, with an Army 
into Syria to reclaim them. In this Expedition was Daniel carried to Babylon, 
who therefore makes mention of it, Dan. i. 1.. The Year next following, being. 
the fourth of Feboiakim, was the firt Year of Nebuchadnezzar, which Jeremiah 
affirmeth in exprefs words, Fer. xxv.1. And from this we muft reckon all his 
Time, and Actions which follow to be fpoken of. In his three and twentieth 
Yeur he conquered Egypt, and then began his great Empire, there being none 
left that durft offend, or oppofe him. The fecond frem this Year it was wherein 
Daniel faw that Vifion of the Image confifting of fundry Metals, which prefigured: 
the Succeffion of great Kingdoms, that fhould rule the World before the Coming of 
' Chrift. But to return to the Siege of Tyre, which began in the feventh Year of his 
Reign. 


The ftately City of Tyre covered all the Ground of an Ifland, that was divided’ - 


from the Continent by a deep, and broad Channel of the Sea. The Chaldeans 
had no Fleet of Ships, neither were they Seamen: the Tyrians excelled all other 
Nations in Multitude of goodly Ships, and Skill to ufe them: and every Wind,. 
from one part or other, brought in all needful Provifions to the City : Where- 
fore neither Force, nor Famine could greatly. hurt the Place; whereof neverthe- 
lefs, the Judgments of God (denounced againftit by L/aiab, * Feremiah, + and E- 
zekiel t) had threatned the Deftru€tion ; andthe obftinate Refolution of Nebuchad- 
nezzar had fully determined to accomplifh it. 

This haughty King,. impatient of Refiftance, undertook a vaft Piece of Work, 
which was, to fill up chat Part of the Sea which divided the Iffand from the Con-. 
tinent. The City of old Tyre, that ftood oppofite to the new, upon the firm 
Land, and the Meuntain of Libanus near adjoyning, that was loaden with ftately 
Cedars, and abundance of other Trees, furnifhed him with Materials to effect it. 
. Thirteen Years were fpent in this difficult, and hopelefs Undertaking, which need 
not feem ftrange, if we confider, that Alexander, working upon that Foundation 
which was remaining of Nebuchadnezzar’s Pier, and being withal affifted with 
a {trong Fleet, was yet feven Months ere he could make way into the City. 
Wherefore, if the raging of the Sea was able to carry away that wherewith Alex- 
ander laboured to cover a Shelve, with much more Violence could it overturn, 
and, as it were, confume the Work of Nebuchadnezzar, who laid his Foundation 
in the bottom of the Deep ; ftriving, as it were, to fill the empty Belly of this 
greedy Cormorant, whereas the Macedonian did only ftop the Throat of it. AN 
may know that God could eafily have accomplithed his own Threatnings againft 
this-Place (though it had not pleafed him to ufe, either a. Miracle, or fuch of his 
more immediate Engines, as are Earthquakes, €c.) by making at leaft the Seas. 
calm, and adding the favourable Concurrence of all fecond Helps. But fo it 
pleafeth him oft-times, in chaftifing the Pride of Man, to ufe the Hand of Man, 


@ Ifaiah xxiii. + Jer. xxv. t Ezek, Xvi H Jer. xxii, 18, 19. & 36. 30. 
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even the Hand of Man, ftriving, as it may feem, againft all Refiftance of 
Nature, and Providence. So that by this exceffive Labour of the Chaldeans, that 
Scripture was fulfilled, that every Head fbould be made bald, and every Shoulder 
ould be made bare, Ezek. xxix.18. Yet would not Nebuchadnezzar give over 
till he was mafler of the Town. . 

When he was entred upon this defperate Undertaking, whether it were by fome 
Loffes received, or fome Mutiny in his Army, or fome glorious Rumour of the 
Egyptians Strength, his Evil-willers took Courage to rebel againft him ; and | 
amongft them, Feboiakim renounced his Subjection, and began to hope for the 
contrary which foon after fell our. For Nebuchadnezzar gave him no leifure 
to do much Hurt: But with Part of his Army, he marched ftrait into Judea ; 
where the amazed King made fo little Refiftance (the Egyptians having left him,’ 
as it were in a Dream) that Nebuchadnezzar entred Ferufalem, laid Hards on 
Feboiakim, whom at firft he bound, |j intending to fend him to Babylon, but his 
Mind changing, he caufed him to be flain in that Place, and gave him the Burial 
of an Afs, to be devoured by Beafts, and ravenous Birds, according to the former 
Prophecy ; leaving in his Place his Son, Feboiakim, or Jeconias, whom yet after 
three Months, and ten Days, he depofed, and fent him Prifoner to Babylon, to- 
gether wih Efekiel, Mordecai, and Fofedech, the High Prieft. 3 

The Mother of Jeconias, * together with his Servants, Eunuchs,. and all the: 
ableft Men, and beft Artificers'in che Land, were alfo then carried away Captives; 
This Jeconias, following the Counfel of the Prophet Jeremiah,- made no Re- 
fiftance, but fubmitted himfelf to the King’s Will, wherein he both pleafed God, 
and did that which was moft profitable for himfelf, though at the prefent it might _ 
feem otherwife, to fuch as confidered the Evil that befel him, rather than the 
greater Evil that he thereby avoided. This only particular Act of his is recorded’ 
in Scripture which was good: But it feems that he was at leaft a Partaker in his 
Father’s Sins, if nota Provoker, which was the Caufe, that though he fubmitted . 
himfelf to God’s Will, yet did he not preferve his Eftate: For fo it is faid ; 
Fbhat be did Evil in the fight of the Lord, according to all that bis Father bad 
done. Inhis ftead, Neduchadnezzar fet up Mattania, his Uncle, making him 
King of Judea, and called him Zeaekiah. For like as Necho, King of Egypt, 
had formerly difplaced 7 4eahaz, after he had flain his Father Fofias, + and fet, 
up Feboiakim,' the Son by another Mother; fo Nebuchadnezzar flew Feboiakim, 
who depended on the Egyptians, and, carrying his Son Jeconias Prifoner to 
Babylon, he gave the Kingdom to this Zedekiab, who was whole Brother to that 
Feboabaz, whom Necho took with him into Egypt; and from Zedekiah he re- 
quired an Oath for his Loyalty, and faithful Subjcétion, which Zedekiab gave 
him, and called the living God to witnels in the fame, that he. would remain 
affured to the Kings of Chaldea, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. Ezek. xvii. 13, 14, 18. 

In the firt Year of Zedek:ab, Feremiab faw, t and expounded the Vifion of 
ripe, and rotten Figs, the one fignifying thofe that were already carried away 
Captives, the other fignifying thofe Jews that yet remained, and were afterwards 
deftroyed, Fer. xxix. 17. ) 

In the fourth year of Zedekiah, Feremiab wrote in a Book all the Evil which 
fhould fall upon Babylon, which Book, or Roll he gave to Seriab, when he went 

W Jer. xxii. 18, 19. and xxxvi. 30. Ezek. xvii. 12. + Jer. xxxvii. res 

# Jer. xxix.2. 2 King. xxviii. 8, 16. 2 King. xxvi, 17. f Jer. xxiii. 2, 

. 2 Chron, xxxvi, 10. Jer. xxiy. I. XxX 1,2. T 
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with King Zedekiab to Babylon, to vifit Nebuchadnezzar, willing him firft to 
read it to the Captive Fews, and then to bind a Scone to it,. and cait it into Eu- 
phrates,. pronouncing thefe words; Thus [ball Babel be drowned, and fhalt not: 
rife from the Evil which I will bring upon ber. This Journey of .Zedekrab to 
Babylon is probably thought to be in way of a:Vilit, and to carry fome. Prefents to 
Nebuchadnezzar , * but yet its likely he had fome Suit to make, which his lordly 
Matter refufed to grant, and fent him away difcontented. For at his Return,. alt 
the bordering Princes fent Meffengers to him, inciting. him (as it feems) to thofe 
unquiet Courfes-from which the Prophet Jeremiah + dehorted both him, and them. 
About which- time the Prophet, by God’s Appoincment, made Bonds, and Yokes, 
one of which he wore about hts own Neck, others he fent -unco the five ‘Kings. 
of. Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Z:don, by thole Meffengers which. came 


to vilt Zedekiab, making them know, that if they, and the King of Fuda con- ` 


tinued in Subjection to Babylon, they fhould then poffefs, and enjoy their own 
Countries; if not, they fhould affuredly perih by the Sword, by Famine, and: 
by Peftilence. ; 
- He- alfo foretold them that thofe\Veffels-which yet remained in Jerufalem, 
fhould be carried after the other to Babylon, yet at length fhould be reftored again. 
The fame. year »anias, the falfe Prophet, took off-the wooden Yoke 
which Jeremiah did wear, as a Sign of the Captivity of the Zews, and brake it: 
-Vaunting, that in like manner, after two years, ¢ God would break the Strength 


of Babe), and the Yoke which he laid on all Nations: and that he would reftore: - 


Feconjas and all the Fews, with the Veffels, and Riches of the Temple, and put an 
: End to all thefe Froubles. But Jeremiah, inftead ot his wooden Yoke, wore aCollar 
„of Iron ; and in fign that. Ananias had given a falfe, and deceitful Hope to the 
People, he foretold the Death of this falfe Prophet, J which accordingly came to 
_pafs in the feventh Month. 


After this, when Zedekiab had. wavered long between: Faith, and Paffion, ** ia- 


the eighth Year of his Reign, he practifed more ferioufly againft Nebuchadnezzar 


with his Neighbours, the Edomstes, Ammonites, Moabites, Tyrians, and others: 


who were promifed great Aids by the Egyptians, in Confidence of whofe affift- 
-ftance he refelved to fhake off the Babylonian Yoke, whereof when Nebuchadnezzar 


_was informed, : he marched with his Army in the dead of Winter, towards Fe- 


, rufalem, and befieged it. --Feremiab per{waded, Zedekiab to render the City, and 
_himfelf to him: Bue-Zedekiab, being confident of Help from Egypt, and being 
-perfwaded by his’ Prinees, and falfe Prophets, that. it was impoffible that the 
«Kingdom of Judab fhould be extirpated until the Coming of Shilo, according 
to f~acob’s: Prophecy, Gen, xlix. ro. he defp'fed the Counfel of Feremiab, and 
imprifoned him. For Jeremiah + had told, the King that the City fhould be taken 
and burnt; that the King fhould not efcape, but be taken Prifoner, and brought 
to the Prefence of Neduchadnezzar.: ‘That he fhould not perih by the Sword, 
: but, being carried to Babel; fhould there die a natural Death., 
4 The following year, Jerufalem was Surrounded, and more ftri¢tly befieged by 
_Nebuchadnezzar’s Army ; whereupon the King of Egypt, Pbaracb Hopbra, entered 
-ingo Judea with his Army, to, fuccour Zedekiab, of whole Revolt he had been the 


principal: 


.* Jer.ln.sge t Jer. xxvii. 8. -+ Ezek. xvii. IŞ, 17. 
j Jere wile «= Wl Jer xxviii 15. At Jer. xxxii. & xxniv. tf Jer. xliv. 
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-principal:Awthor. But Feremiah | gave the Jaws faithful Counfel, willing them: 
-not to have any Truft in the Succours of Egypt : for he affured them that they 
‘Should return:back.again, and in no fort relieve them. And it fell out accord- 
ingly. „For when the Chaldegns removed from Jerufalem to encounter the Egyp- 
kiani, thefe bragging Patrons abandoned their Enterprife, and-taking Gaze, in 
itheir way homewards, returned into Egypt as if they had already done enough, 
„leaving the poor Pegple-in Ferufalem to their deftined Miferies, Feremiab xxxiv, 
AI, 22. 

In the mean while the Jews, * who in the Time of their Extremity -had > 
.Seleafed their Hebrew Bondmen, and Bondwomen, according. to the: Law, . in 
,the Year of Jubilee, and made them free, thereby to encourage them. to fight, 

did now upon the breaking up of the Cha’dean Army, repent of what they had 
dong, and thinking that.all danger had been paft, they held them by force to their 
former Slavery. But the Chaldeans being returned to the Siege, the Prophet Fe- 
remiab, t when the State of Jerufalem began now to grow to Extremity, coun- 
‘felled Zadekieb, to-render himfelf to the Babylonians, + aluring him of his own 
Life, and of the Safety: of the City if he would do fo. But his obftinate Heart led 
him on to that wretched end, whjch, his Neglect of God, and his Infidelity and 
Perjury had provided for- him. 

‘Three and twenty Months the Chaldean Army lay before Feru/alem, tand held 

it exceeding ftraitly befieged ; For they built Forts againft it round about, 2 King. 
_xXxv..1..0r, they furrounded: the. Cuy with, wooden Towers, fo as the Befieged 
could neither fally out, nor receive into the City any Supplies of Men or Victuals. 
Jofephus faith, || that they over-topped the Walls with their high Towers which they 
erected upon Mounts, from which, with their Engines, they did fo beat ypon the 
Walls, that the Defendants were forced to fost their Stations. And tnough 
the Befieged alfo raifed Counter-Buildings, like unto thefe, yet the great Nebu- 
buchadnezzar, who commanded all the Regions thereabouts, and had the Woods, 
and Rivers at his Command, found out Means to difappoint and overthrow all 
the Citizens Endeavours, and to beat down their Towers as faft as they raifed 
them. For his own Works were guarded by the Walls of Fernjalem, whereas 
theirs within lay open to his Batteries. Befides, bath Famine, .and Peftilence. 
(which commonly accompany Men ftraitly befieged) grew faft upon them, 
whereby, when the Number, Strength and Courage of the Jews failed, the Chal- 
deans made a Breach, and forcing an Entry, their Princes did feat themfelves as 
Lords of the Town, in the middie Gate, 2 King. xxvi. 2, 3,4. Jer. KXXIX. 2, 3. 
and lii. 5, &e. : 

. Ledekiah, beholding this uncomfortable Sight, and fandigg no other Means to 
efcape the prefent Danger, loft both his Courage and Hope at.once, and fhifted 
himfelf, together with his Wives, Children, Princes, and principal Servants, out 
of the City, by a Way under-ground, leaving his amazed, and now headlefs 
Subj: cts co the mercilefs Swords of their enraged Enemies. Thus he, who when 
the Prophet Feremiad perfwaded him to render himfelf, defpifed both the Counfel 
of God, and the Army and Force of Nebuchadnezzar, ufed.now the. remedy. 
which one calls, 4 wo:ful, foameful and unfortunate Shift. 

B 

ll Jer. xxxxvii. 3, 10. é t Jer. xxxix. ll Jer, xxxix, / 

* Lev. xxv, 39.40. &@. + Jer. xxxiv. # Jer, xxxix. I. &. lii, 4. 

I 


42 a A Second Colleétion of 


By this fecret fubterranean Vault, Zedechiab ftole away, and by the help of the 
dark Night, recovered the Plains, or Defarts of Jericho. But by reafon of the 
Train that followed him and his (every one leading with him thofe whom he loved 
‘beft) he was eafily traced and purfued. How great foever the Company was that 
attended him, yet certain it is, that they, on whofe Fidelity he moft relied, no 
.fooner beheld the Chaldeans to draw near, but they all abandoned his Defence, and 
. fhifted for themfelves in the Defarts, as they could. For whom God bad forfaken, 
no Man regarded. And thus Zedekiab was taken by the Minifters of God’s Ven- 
geance, ‘and being made a Prifoner, together with his Children, and Princes, 
- he was carried to Rid/ab, in the Tribe of Nepthalim, where Nebuchadnezzar 
. then Jay, as a Place indifferent between Jerufalem and Tyre, with both which 

Places he had at one Time to de. l | 

Now when Nebucka inezzar -had laid before Zedekiab, the many Graces and 
Favours which he had conferred upon him, together with the notable Falfhood 
-and Perjury wherewith he had requited him, he commanded his Children, 
‘Princes, and Friends to: be flain before his Face. ‘This being done, to-the end 
that fo lamentable a Spectacle fhould be the laft, that ever he fhould behold in 
-this-World,.he caufed his Eyes to be.put out, and fo carried him like a Slave 

to Babylon, where he confumed the reft of his Life in perpetual Imprifonment. 
‘Herein was that marvellous Prophecy of Ezekiel, fulfilled : Z will bring bim to 
Babylon, and be fhall not fee it, Ezek. xii. 13. 

T hus in the eleventh, and laft Year of Zedekiah, which was the eighteenth of Ne- 
. buchadnezzar, the Chaldeans entred Ferufalem, by Force, where fparing neither 
Sex nor ‘Age, they put all to the Sword that they found therein. 

In the Year next following, Nebuzaradan, * the General of the Babylonijh 
Army, burnt.the-King’s Palace, and the whole-City of Jerufalem, and after 
-the Fire had lafted from the-feventh to the tenth Day, he alfo burnt the Temple 
- of God to the Ground, the richeft and moft magnificent Place that ever the Sun 
faw, when it had ftood four hundred thirty and one Years. 

After. this, upon a- fecond Search, F} Nebuzaradan (not yet fatiated with Blood) 
commanded feventy and two others-to be flain, which had hidden themfelves from 
. the firt Fury, to wit, the chief, and the fecond Prieft, two Commanders of 
Zedckiah his Men of War, five of houfhold Servants, and {ome others; carrying 
away to Babylon .the ableft of the People through all Fudea, and leaving the 
pooreft labouring People, with fome that followed the Party of Nebuchadnezzar, 
to till che Ground, t over whom he placed Gedaliah, the Nephew of that Saphan, 
whom Fofas had formerly employed in the Reformation of Religion. This Ge- 
. daliab, a Few by Nation, left Zedekiah, as it feemeth, in the beginning of the 
War, and by Feremiah’s Dcfire to live with him, its probable had embraced 
the fame advice, which the Prophet gave to Zedekiab, which was, to fubmit 
-himfelf to the Ba! ylonian King, who-being ordained of God for them, as an In- 
{trument of his Juftice, was therefore irrefiftble. 

The Prophet Feremiab, being left to his own choice to live where he pleafed, 
chofe to go to Gedeliah, to whom he was commended by N:duzaradan, +and he, 
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not only entertained him kindly, F but comforted him, and all the other Jews 


‘that were left under his Charge, promifing them Favour, and Liberty, fo Jong as 


they remained obedient Subjects to Nebuchadnezzar, by whom he was cftablifhed 
Provincial Governcur over his own Nation. 
But ere the Year was expired, a Prince of the late King’s Family (who during 


the Siege of Jerufa'em had fheltered himfelf from the Storm with Baa‘is, King 


of the Ammonites) being attended by ten other chofen Men, whilft Gedaliad 
feafted them in Mit/pah, the City of his Refidence, they traiteroufly Acw him, 


. together with diverfe Cha/deans and Jews that accompanied him¢ This done, 
- they efcaped, and in their way, encountring with eighty Perfons, repairing to- 


ward Gedaliab, with Prefents, they few moft of them, and only {pared fome, 
who promifed to difcover to them fome Treafures that were hidden in the Fields 
during the War.. They took with them alfo a Daughter of Zed kiah committed 
to the care of Gedaliah by Nebuchadnezzar: This Treachery of J/ma:l had been 
formerly difcovered to Gedaliah, by Fotanan, one of the Captains of the few 


‘remaining Jews, but he would not believe it. 


Judea being now without a Governour (for I/mae/ durft not take it upon him, 
but fled as faft as he could to the Ammonites) the Refidue of the Hews, fearing the 
Revenge of the Chaldeans, refolved to fly into Egypt, and befought Feremiab to 
afk Counfel of God for them, who returned antwer, that if they remained in 
Judea, God would provide far them, and fhew them Mercy 3 bur if they fought 
to fave themfelves in Egypt, they fhould then undoubtedly perih. Notwich- 
ftanding which Advice, the Jews held their Determination, and defpifed the 
Oracle of God; and conftraining Jeremiah, and Baruch, to accompany them, 
they went into Egypt, and by the Permiffion of Pbarach, they dwelt in Laphnes ; 
where, when Feremiab often reproved them for their Idolatry, foretelling the De- 
{truction of themfelves, and the Egyptians, he was, by thefe his own hard-hearted > 
„and ingrateful Countrymen, ftoned to Death, and by the Egyptians, who greatly 
-reverenced him, buried near the Sepulchre of their Kings, Fer. xlii. and xliii, 

The nineteenth Year of Nebuchadnezzar’s Reign it was, when deftroying ut- 
terly the great and mighty City of Jerufalem, he exceedingly enriched himfelf 
with the Spoils of it, and the Temple, and by that dreadful Example terrified 
all chofe that fhould dare to refift him. From that Time forward, he, to his 
«three and twentieth Year, laboured in the Conqueft of thofe adjoining Countries, 
which God hath expofed unto his Sword, and commanded to wear his Yoke, 


_ namely, the Edomites, Moabites, Ammonites, Tyrians, Sidonians, and Egyp- 


tians, though fome of thefe were already become his Followers, and ferved un- 
der him when J:rufalem was taken, and burnt. But the Tyrians, whofe City 
was built upon an Ifland; and therefore fecure from the Invafion of any Land- 
Army, and whofe Fleet was fo flrong, that they needed not to fear any Enemy 
at Sea, were neither daunted with the Fall of their neighbour City, ror with 
the obftinate R: folurion of this mighty King, employing all his Wit, and Power, 
to work their Subverfion. 

Tnat the City of Tyre was rather well pleafed than any way difcouraged with 
the Deftruction of Feruf: em, it appeareth by the Words which Ezekiel condemn- 
the, as the common Voice of Tyrus, Ezek. xxvi.2. Aba! the Gate of the People is 

F broken, 
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broken, it is turned unto me, For feeing fhe is defolate, I fball be replenifbed. 


Yet at length, that great Work before-mentioned began to appear above Water, . 


and fo to threaten them with inevitable Mifchief. 
Nebuchadnezzar ftill follows his Work hard, notwithftanding all Difcourage- 


ments, and in the thirteenth Year of the Siege, and the nineteenth of his Reign, . 


he had brought it tọ fuch Perfection, that now the Citizens defpaired of holding 
out againft him; whereupon all the chiefeft of them imbarked themfelves, their 
Families, and Treafures in their Fleet, and efcaped to the Ifle of Cyprus, but 
the poorer fort were left to the Fury of the Enemy ; who being enraged for being 
put to fo much pains, flew with the Sword, not only fuch People of Tyre as 
dwelt onthe Continent (who are called her Daughters in the Field) but the like 


Execution was done in the Street, into which, with exceffive Labour, the Chaldeans. 


made way for his Horfes, and Chariots. Thus Nebuchadnezzar made bis Ar- 
my ferve a great Service, againft Tyrus, wherein every Head was made bald, and 
every Shoulder was made bare; yet bad be no Wages, nor bis Army, Efek. xxix, 


18. but was fain to reft contented with the Honour of having deftroyed that City, . 


which in all Mens Judgments had been held invincible. 
The Deftruétion of thefe two great, and powerful Cities, having’ made the 


Name of the Chaldeans dreadful in the Ears of all the Nations round about, Nedu-- 


chadnezzar ufed this Advantage of that Reputation, which he had obtained by 
his Victories already gotten, to the getting of more and more profitable, with lefs 
pains, The Kingdom of Egypt was the Mark which he chiefly aimed at; a 
Country fo abounding in Riches and Pleafures, that it might well have tempted 
any Prince, finding himfelf trong enough, to pick occafion of Quarrel againft 
it. Befides, it was fo far an Enemy to the Crown of Babylon, that, had it been 
far poorer, yet it muft have been fubdued, or the Conqaeft of Syria could-not 
have been fecured. 

Yet was it needful, that before he enteredupon this Bufinefs, the Countries ad- 
jacent fhould be reduced into {fuch Terms, that either they fhould wholly ftand at 
his Devotion, or, at leaft, be able not to work him any Difpleafure. And here- 
in the Decree of God concurred (as in all profperous Enterprizes) with Reafon of 
State. For the People of Moab, Ammon, Edom, Damafcus, Kedar; Hazor, 
and other adjoining Regtons, whom God for their Sins, had condemned to fall 
under the Babylonian Yoke, were fuch, as regarding only their own Gain, had, 
fome of them, like Ravens, followed the Chaldean Army, to feed upon the Car- 
‘caffes that fell by the Cruelty thereof. Others raking advantage of their Neigh- 
bours Miferies, occupied the Countries, which, by his Victories, belonged to 
Nebuchadnezzar; all of them thinking, that when the Babylonian had fa- 
tisfied his Fury, he would be forced to forfake thofe defolate Countries, 
and leave the Poffeffion of them to thofe who could firft feize upon 
them. Particularly, the Edomites, and Pbiliftines, had fhewed much Malice 
azainft the Fews when their City was taken, Ezek. xxv. 12, 15. Whether 
they had done any good Service to the Chaldeans, it appears not, if they did 
any, it is like to have been in reference to their own Advantage, wherein yet they 
were deceived. The Ammonites were not contented to rejoice only at the Fall of 
Ferufalem, but prefently they entered upon the Country of Gad, and took poffef- 
fon of it, as if, not the Chaldeans, but they had fubdued Ifrael, Ezek. xxv. 3. 
Fer. xlix. 1, Neither can it be imagined what other defign Baalis, King of the 
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-Ammonites had, when he fent J/mae/, a Prince of the Blood of Fudah, to murther 
‘Gedaliab, whom|the King of Babel had made Governour over thofe that remained 
in Ifrael, and to carry Captive into the Ammonites Country, the People that 
abode in Mizpab, than a defire of entangling Nebuchadnezzar with fo many La- 
bours at once, as fhould force him to retire to his own Country, and abandon 
thofe wafted Lands, to himfelf, and others, for whom they lay conveniently. 
Such, or the like Policy, the Moabites alfo did exercife, whofe Pride, and 
Wrath were made fruftrate by God, andtheir Diffimulation condemned, as not 
doing right, Fer. xl. 14. and xli. 2, and x. and xxviii, 27, &e. 

All thefe Nations had the Art of ravening, which is familiar to fuch as either 
live in, or that border upon Defarts; and now the time miniftred occafion to 
them to fhew the uttermoft Cunning of their thievifh Wits. But Neduchadnez- 
zar made void all their Devices by fharp, and fudden War upon them, over- 
whelming them with unexpected Ruin, as it were in one Night, according to 
the Prophefies of * J/atab, Feremiab and Ezekiel, whoall foretold, with little 
difference of Words, the Greatnefs, and Swiftnefs of the Mifery that fhould 
come upon them. It appears not with which of them he firft began ; but ic 
feems that Moab was the laft that felt his heavy Hand ; for fo many interpret 
that Prophefy of I/aiab, threatning Moab with Deftruction after three Years, as 
having reference to the third Year following the Deftrudction of Feru/alem: the 
next Year after it, being fpent in the Egyptian Expedition. This is evident, that 
all the principal Towns in thefe Countries were burnt, and the People either fliin, 
or made Captives, few excepted, who faved themfelves by Flight, and had not 
the Courage to return to their Habitations too haftily, much lefs to attempt any 
thing againft Nebuchadnezzar: but lived as miferable Out laws, until the end of 
the feventy Years which God had appointed for the Defolation of the Countries, 
- as well as of the Land of Judea. 

When by a long courfe of Victory Nebuchadnezzar had brought into Subjec- 
tion all the Nations of Syria, and the bordering Arabians, in fuch wife as that no 
Enemy to-himfelf, or Friend tothe Egyptian, was left at his Back, that might either 
impede his Proceedings, or take Advantage of any Misfortune that might befall 
him; thendid he forthwith apply himfelf tothe Conqueftof Egypt, upon which thofe 
other Nations had formerly been Dependants, Of this Expedition, and the vic- 
torious Iffue thereof, the three great Prophets, I/aiab, Feremiab, and Ezekiel have 
written fo plainly, that its altogether needlefsto feek after any other Authority to 
confirm the fame. It was long before prophefied by //aiab, that the King of 
Affyria, or Babylon, fhould lead away the Egyptians Prifoners, and the E¢bi- 
opians Captives, young, and old, naked and barefoot, even with their Buttocks 
uncovered to the Shame of Egypt, U/aiah. xx. 4. 

But Ezekiel, and Seremiab, as their Prophefies were nearer to the time of Exe- 
cution, fo they handled this Argument more plainly, and precifely. For 
Ezekiel tells us clearly, that Egypt fhould be given to Nebuchadnezzar as 
Wages for his great Service which he had done againft Tyre, Ezek. xxix. 
18, 19, 20. He recounteth alfo in particular all the chief Cities in Egypt, 
faying, that thefe by name fhould be deftroyed, and go into Captivity: 
yea, and that Pharoah, and all his Army fhould be flain by the Sword, 

Ezek, xxx. 4,10, Ee. Chap. xxxii. 2. a Aad the Prophet Feremiab faith thus, 
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Bebold I will vift the common People of Noe, and Pharoah, and Egypt, with 
their Gods and their Kings, even Pharoah and all that truf in bim; and I will 
deliver them into the Hands of thofe that feek their Lives, and into the Hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babel, and into the Hands of bis Servants, Jer. xlvi. 
25, 26. Jofephus accordingly faith, that Nebuchadnezzar in the three and twen- 
ticth Year of his Reign, and in the fifteenth Year after the Deftruction of Fe- 
rufalem, did conquer Egypt, and kill the King thereof, appointing a Viceroy 
to govern it. And itis evident that his Victories, which followed his Conqueft 
of Syria, were fuch as did more enlarge his Dominions, than all.his former Wars- 
had done. For Ezekiel in his xxxth Chapter reckoneth up (befides the whole 
Country of Egypt) Phut and Lud, with other Nations that may feem to have 
reached as far as into Mauritania, which were conquered by him, and added to 
his Empire. And truly it is worth Obfervation how Pharoah, King of Egypt, 
was infatuated by God, who thought himfelf moft fafe in his own Country by 
reafon of the well-defenced Situation thereof, and therefore very unwifely fuffered 
his Enemies to make a clear way to his ewn Doors by the Conqueft of all his 
Friends and Allies in Syria, For as the Labour of tbis Bufinefs did more harden 
than weary the Chaldean Army, fo the Confidence, and vain Security of the 
Egyptians, relying upon the Difficulty of the Paffages which the Enemy was 
to make through the Arabian Defarts, and the great Advantage which the Ri- 
ver Nilus afforded, did little avail them, when the War came on ; yea, it did 
much aftonifh them (as may juflly be thought) in the time of Execution. It 
being ufually feen, that the Hearts of Men fail, whem thofe Helps deceive them, 
in which they bad repofed more Confidence than in: their own Virtue, and Valour. 
Until this time, the Kingdom of Egypt had! flourtfhed. under the Rule and 
Government of the Pbaraobs for above the Space of one thoufand four hundred 
and eighty Years. But from this time forward, it remained forty Years with- 
out a King, under the Subjection of the Babylaxians ; and then at length, it be- 
gap to recover, by little and little, the former Greatnefs : Yet fo, chat it was 
never dreadful unto others: as it had been, God having faid of that People; 4t 
the end of forty Years I will gather the Egyptians from the People whither they 
were fcattered , and I will bring again the Captivity of Egypt, and will caufe 
th:m to return into the Lana of Pathros, into the Lana of their Habitation, and 
they fhal! be yet a bafe Kingdom. It foall be the ba/eft of the Kingdoms, neither 
foall it exalt itfelf any more above the Nations ; for I will diminifb them that they 
Jhall no more rule over the Nations, and- it fhail be no more the Confidence of the 
Houfe of Ifrael, Ezek. xxix. 13, 14, 15, 16. For whereas it had been faid 
of Pharaoh, I am the Son of the wife, the Son. of ancient Kings, Wa. xix. rr. 
and whereas they had vaunted, the River is mine, and I have made it, Ezek. 
xxix. 9. The Princes of Egypt, now became Fools, the River failed them, the 
King bimfelf was now taken and fain, and that ancient Lineage was quite extin- 
uifhed. | 
j Of any Wars made by Nebuchadnezzar after fuch time as he returned from 
the Conqueft of Ezypt, we read not, except that againft Niacveb, the Deftruc- 
tion whereof was foretold by the Prophet. Nraeveb indeed had been taken 
long before by Merodoch, and together with the reft of Afyria, made fubject to 
Babylon, Yet was it left under a peculiar King, who rebelling’ againft Nebr- 
l chadnezzar, 
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chadnezzar, as Feboachimand Zedekiah, Tributary Kings of Judab, had done, 
was made Partaker alfo of the fame Ruin. That the Deftruction of Nineveb follow- 
ed the Conqueft of Egypt, is clear by the Comparifon which Nabum the Prophet 
made, between this City that was to fall, and the City of Noe in Egypt, which 
was fallen already; Nakum iii. 8, 8c. Art thou better than populous Noe, that 
was fituate amongft the Rivers, that bad the Waters round about it, whofe 
Rampart was the Sea, and ber Wall was from the Sea, Ethiopia and Egypt 
were ber Strength, and it was infinite: Put and Lubim were ber Helpers. Yet 
was foe carried away, foe went into Captivity, ber young Children alfo were 
dafbed in Pieces at the top of all the Streets, and they caf Lots for ber bonourable 
Men, and all ber great Men were bound in Chains. Thou alfo fhall be drunken; 
thou foall be bid; shou alfo fhalt feck Strength becaufe of the Enemy, &c. 

= This great Monarch having thus fpent his younger Days in enlarging his 
Dominions, he betook himfelf to Reft, that he might reap the Fruit of his for- 
mer Labours ; and the firft thing that he applied himfelf to, was to beautify his 
Imperial City of Babylon, adding a new City to the old, which he compaffed 
about with three Walls, and made in them ftately Gates. And near the for- 
mer Palace he built a new one, more ftately than it, wherein he raifed Stone- 
works, like unto Mountains, which he planted with all manner of Trees. He 
made alfo Penj/ile Gardens (one of the World’s Wonders) borne upon Arches, . 
four Square, each Square being four hundred Foot long, filled above with Earth, 
whereon grew all forts of Trees and Plants. The Arches were built one above 
another in a convenient Height, ftill increafing as they afcended. The higheft, 
which did bear the Walls on the Fop, were fifty Cubits high, fo that they equa- 
lized the higheft Mountains. He made alfo Aquedué?s for the watering of this 
Garden, which feemed to hang in the Air, This moft fumptuous Frame, 
which outlafted all the Remainder of the Afyrian, and all the Perfian Empire, 
is faid to have been reared and finifhed. in fifteen Days, He erected alfo an 
Image of Gold in the Plain of Dura, fixty Cubits high, and fix broad, com- 
manding all his Servants, and Subjects to fall down and worfhip it, Dan. iii. 

E &c. l 
” But of all this, and other his Magnificence, we find little elfe recorded, fave that 
which indeed is moft profitable for us to confider, to wit, his overvaluing of his 
own Greatnefs, which abafed him to a Condition inferior to the pooreft of Men. 
For, whereas God had honoured him, not only with many great, and- glorious 
Viétories, and much Happinefs in his own Life; but with a rare Difcovery of 
Things that were to come after him; yea, and had manifefted the Certainty 
of his Dreams, by the miraculous reducing of it into his Memory, and given 
him the Interpret.tion thereof by the Prophet Daniel * : He, notwithftanding, be- 
came fo forgetful of God, whofe wonderful Power he had feen, and acknow- 
ledged, that he caufed that Golden Image to be fet up, and worfhipped, ap- 
pointing a cruel Death for them thar fhould dare to difobey him, which was ut- 
terly unlawful, and repugnant to the Law of him that is King of Kings; and 
thus, he who fo lately had worfhipped Daniel, the Servant of God, as if he 
had been God himfelf, now commanded a Statue to be erected. unto himfelf, 
whercin himfelf might be worfhipped as God: From this Impiety it pleafed God 
to recall, and reclaim him, by the wonderful and miraculous Delivery of thofe 
three 

o * Dan, ii. 31, &c. 
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three bleffed Saints +, out of the fiery Furnace, who being thrown bound inte 
the midft of it, for refuling to commit that abominable Idolatry, were preferv- 
ed from all Hurt of the Fire, loofened from their Bonds, accompanied by an 
Angel, and at laft, called out by the King, and reftored to their former Ho- 
nour. 

Nebuchadnezzar being amazed at.the Miracle, made a Decree tending to the 
Honour ‘of God, whom by the Erection of his Image: he had difhonoured. 
‘Yet was not this Devotion fo rooted in him, that he could bring forth, Fruit.an- 
{werable to his hafty Zeal: Therefore was he forewarned of God ina Dream, 
of a terrible Judgment svhich hung over his Head, which Daniel expounding, 
withal counfelled him to break off bis Sin by Righteoufnefs, and bis Iniquities by 
Joewing Mercy to the Poor, .that there might be a lengthening -of bis Tranquility, 
Dan. iv. whence it feems, that Injuftice, and Cruelty were his Faults, for which 
he was thusthreatned: Bur neither did the. Dream, nor Advice of Daniel fo pre- 
vail, For probably he believed it nor, but looked upon.it.as an idle Dream.; 
for chat it feemed altogether unlikely, that fo great a Monarch fhould be driven 
from amongft Men, yea, compelled to dwell with the Beafts of the Field, and 
„made to eat Grafs as the Oxen ; this was altogether incredible in Man’s Judg- 
ment, and therefore giving {o little heed to it, its no marvel that he had forgot- 
«ten itat the Year’s end. — 

One whole Year was given to this haughty Prince wherein to: repent, which 
refpicing of the Execution may feem to have bred in him Forgetfulnefs of God’s 
‘Sentence. „For at the end of twelve Months, as he was walking in his Royal Pa- 
lace of Babel, he was fo overjoyed, and tranfported with a vain Contemplation 
„of his own feeming Happinefs, that without all Fear of God’s heavy Judgment 
pronounced againft him, he uttered thefe proud Words: Js not this great Babylon 
that I bave built for the Houfe of the Kingdom, by the Might of my Power, and 
for the Honour of my Majefty ? 

But his proud Speeches were not fully ended, when a ‘Voice from: Heaven told 
him, that his Kingdom was departed from bim, Gc. And the fame Hour the 
-thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar, and be was driven from Men, and 
did eat. Grafs as Oxen, and bis Body was wet with the Dew of Heaven, til 
bis Hair was grown. like Eagles Feathers, and bis Nails like Birds Claws, Dan. 
iv. 33, EDC. | 

) This his Punifhment was fingular, and unexpected. For he ran amongft 
Bzafts in the Fields, and Woods, where, ‘for feven Years he lived, not only asa 
favaze Man, but asa favage Beaft; for a Beaft he thought himfelf to be, and 
therefore fed himfelf in the fame manner, and with the fame Food that Beafts do. 
‘Not that he was changed in his external Shape from a Man to a Beat. For as 
‘St. Jerome well expounds it, when he faith, ver. 34. that his Underfanding was 
reftored unto bim, he fhewed that he had not loft his -human Shape, but his Un- 
derftanding, being ftricken with aFrenzy, or deep Melancholy, which made 
him think himfelf a Beaft. 

Seven Years being expired, Nebuchadnezzar was reftored both to his Under- 
‘ftanding, and to his Kingdom: and (faith he) J dleffed the mof High, and 1 
praifea, and honoured bim that liveth for ever, whofe Dominion is.an overlafing 


| Dominion, 
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Dominion, and bis Kingdom is from Generation to Generation ; and all the Inba- 
bitants of the Earth are reputed as nothing, and be doth according to bis Willin 
the Army of Heaven, and amongft the Inbabitants of the Earth: And none can 
flay bis Hand, or fay unto bim, what doth thou? At the fame time my Reafon 
returned unto me, and for the Glory of my Kingdom, my Honour, and 'Brightne/s 
returned unto me, and my Counfellers, and my Lords fought unto me, and I was 
eablifoed in my Kingdom, and excellent Majefty was added unto me. Now tbere- 
fore I Nebuchadnezzar praife and extol, and bonour the King of Heaven, all’ 
whofe Works are Truth, and bis Way is Judgment, and thofe that walk in Pride 
be is able to abafe, Dan. iv. 34, 35, 36, 37. 

How long he lived after this is uncertain, but all agree that he reigned about 
twenty Months Co-partner with his Father in the Kingdom, and about three and - 
forty Years by himfelf alone. | 

Whilft Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon raged in Judea, God prepared a- 
Worm, which in due Time fhould eat out this fpreading Tree, by reafon of 
the Cry- of his poor People which entred into his Ears: According to that of the 
Pfalmift, P/a/. cxxxvii. 8, 9. O Daughter of Babylon, who art to be deftroyed: 
Happy fall be be that rewardeth thee, as thou baf ferved us. Happy foall be be 
that taketh and dafbeth thy little ones againft the Stones. For in this very Year™ 
was Cyrus, the Perfo-Median born; whofe Father was a Pérfian, and his Mo- 
ther a Mede, of whom this very Nebuchadnezzar at the Hour of his Death, 
uttered this Prophecy: There /hall come a Perfian Mule*, who fhall make ufe of ` 
your Devils, as bis Fellow-Soldiers, to bring you into Bondage. He calls Cyrus 
a Mule, becaufe he was to be born of-a Father and Mother of two. diverfe- 
Nations. | 


Fhe Lire and Dearu of CYRUS the Great, the 
firt Founder of the Empire of the Mzpgs and Per- 
sIANS 3 reprefented by. the Breaff, and Arms of Sil- 
ver, in that Image, Dan. ii. 32. and by a Bear, Dan. 
vii. 5. and by a Ram with two Horns, Dan. viite 35. 
20. and the Deliverer of the Z/raelites out of Babylon, 
‘the Seventy Years cf their Captivity being expired. 
Whereby much Light is given to many of the Pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 
By Samuel Clarke, fometime Minifter in- St; Bennet. 
Fink, London. Printed 1664. | 


Y RUS was tire Son of Cambvfes, King of Perfia, by Mandanes the Daugh- 

ter of Aftyages, King of Media, he was fo named by the Prophet J/aiab, 

almoft two hundred Years before he was born, JJa. xlv. 1, 4. Thus faith. the 

Lord unto Cyrus bis anointed, &c. : l `” Cyrus’s 
Page 41. 


